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liquor, both from that I had cut, and that 1 had cut it horn 
without preffure. 7 

Which made me think, that the motion of this Plant upon 
touching, might be from this, that there being a content »#«■- 
courfe betwixt every part of this Plant and its root, either by a cir- 
culation of this liquor, or a conftant prefling of the fubtiler parts 
of it to every extremity of the Plant. Upon every preffure, from 
whatfoever it proceeds, greater then that which keeps it up, the 
fubtile parts of this liquor are thruft downwards, towards its ar- 
ticulations of the leaves, where, not having room prefently to get 
into the fprig,the little round pedunculus , from whence the Spine 
and thofe oblique Fibres I mention'd rife, being dilated, the 
Spine md Fibres (being continued from it) muff be contracted 
and fhortned, and fodraw the leaf upwards to joyn with its fel- 
low in the fame condition with it felf, where, being clofed,they 
are held together by the implications of the little whitifh hair, as 
well as by the ftill retreating liquor, which diftending the Fibres 
that are continued lower to the branch and root, fhorten them 
above ; and when the liquor is fo much forced from the Sprout, 
whofe Fibres are yet tender, and not able to fupport themfelves, 
but by that tenfnefs which the liquor filling their inter fices gives 
them, the Sprout hangs and flags. 

But, perhaps, he that had the ability and leifure to give you 
the exaft Anatomy of this pretty Plant, to fhew you its Fibres , 
and vifible Canales , through which this fine liquor circulateth, 
or is moved, and had the faculty of better and more copioufly 
exprefling his Obfervations and conceptions, fuch a one would 
eafily from the motion of this liquor, folve all the Phenomena , 
and would not fear to affirm, that it is no obfcure fenfation this 
Plant hath. But I havefaid too much, I humbly fubmit, and am 
ready to (land cor reded. 

3 flQ j 10i -2 - 

I have not yet made fo full and fatisfa&ory Obfervations as I dcfire on 
this Plant, which feems to be a Subject that will afford abundance of 

information. 
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information. But as farr as 1 have had opportunity to examine it,I have 
f Hoovered with my Microfiope very curious ftruftures and contrivances, 
bm defigning much more Accurate examinations and trials, both with my 
Mtcrofcope and otherwife, as foon as the feafon will permit, I fhall not il 
then add any thing of what I have already taken notice of 5 but as farr as 
I have yetobferv’1,1 judge the motion of it to proceed from caufes very 
differing from thofe by which Cut-ftrings,or Lute-ftnngs,the beard of a 
wilde Oat, or the beard of the Seeds of Geranium, MofiaUtmoiMiuk 
oral? and other of kinds of Cranes-bill, move themfelves. Of which I fhall 
add more in the fubfequent Obfervations on thofe bodies. 


* . ’ \ . i . . . ' ; / 

Obferv. XIX. Of a Plant growing in the blighted or yellow /fecks 
of Damask-rofe-leavcs, Bramble-leaves, and fome other kind 
of leaves . 

I Have for feveral years together, in the Moneths of June, Jttfy, Augttjl, 
and September (when any of the green leaves of Rofes begin to dry and 
grow yellow) obferv ’d many of them, efpecially the leaves of the old 
fhrubs of DamashcRofes , all befpecked with yellow ftains, and the under- 
fides juft againft them, to have little yellow hillocks of a gummousfub- 
ftance, and feveral of them to have fmall black fpots in the midft of thofe 
yellow ones, which, to the naked eye, appear’d no bigger then the point 
of a Pin, or the fmalleft black fpot or tittle of Ink one is able to make 
with a very fharp pointed Pen. 

Examining thefe with a Microficope, I was able plainly to diftinguifh,up 
and down the furface, feveral fmall yellow knobs, of a kind of yellowilh 
red gummy fubftance, out of which I perceiv’d there fprung multitudes 
of little cafes or black bodies like Seed-cods, and thofe of them that 
were quite without the hillock of Gumm, difclos’d themfelves to grow 1 
out of it with a fmall Straw-colour’d and tranfparent ftem, the which 
feed and ftem appear’d very like thofe of common Mofs (which I elfe- 
where deferibe) but that they were abundantly lefs, many hundreds of 
them being not able to equalize one fingle feed Cod of Mofs. 

I have often doubted whether they were the feed Cods of fome little 
Plant, or fome kind of fmall Buds, or the Eggs of fome very fmall Infeift 
they appear d of a dark brownifh red, fome almoft quite black, and of a 
Figure much refembling the feed-cod of Mofs, but their ftalks on which 
they grew were of a very fine tranfparent fubftance, almoft like the ftalk 
of mould, but that they feem’d fomewhat more yellow. 

That which makes me to fuppofe them- to be Vegetables, is for that I 
perceiv d many o* thofe hillocks bare or deftitute, as if thofe bodies lav 
yet conceal d,as G. In others of them, they were juft fpringing out of their 
gummy hillocks, which all feem’d to fhoot dire&ly outwards, as at A In 
others, arat B, I found them juft gotten out, with very littlcor no Wk 
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